f"" : "“\% Republic of the Philippines
V DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
‘W@ § NATIONAL IRRIGATION ADMINISTRATION

= CENTRAL OFFICE

BAGCONG PILIPINAS

MEMORANDUM CIRCULAR No. _6_§_
Series of 2024

TO : THE SENIOR DEPUTY ADMINISTRATOR, DEPUTY ADMINISTRATORS,
THE REGIONAL/DEPARTMENT/PROJECT MANAGERS, DIVISION
MANAGERS, AND ALL OTHERS CONCERNED

SUBJECT : PRESIDENTIAL ISSUANCES

Attached is the Memorandum dated 27 May 2024 from the Office of the Undersecretary
for Administration, Department of Agriculture transmitting the copies of Presidential
Issuances conveyed by the Office of the Acting Director IV Atty. Kamille N. Espino of
Malacafiang Records Office, to wit:

1. Memorandum Circular No. 48 dated May 13, 2024 entitled “DIRECTING ALL
GOVERNMENT AGENCIES AND INSTRUMENTALITIES AND ENCOURAGING
LOCAL GOVERNMENT UNITS TO ADOPT AND IMMEDIATELY IMPLEMENT
LOW-COST ENERGY EFFICIENT AND CONSERVATION MEASURES".

2. Memorandum Circular No. 49 dated May 13, 2024 entitled “DIRECTING ALL
GOVERNMENT AGENCIES AND INSTRUMENTALITIES TO SUPPORT THE

PHILIPPINE HOSTING OF FIVE (5) INTERNATIONAL VOLLEYBALL AND
BEACH VOLLEYVALL EVENTS IN 2024".

3. Memorandum Circular No. 50 dated May 13, 2024 entitled “GUIDELINES ON THE
ISSUANCE OF TRAVEL AUTHORITIES AND TRAVEL ENTITLEMENTS TO
PARTICIPATING OFFICIALS AND PERSONNEL OF AGENCIES TRAVELLING
ABROAD IN CONNECTION WITH PRESIDENTIAL TRIPS".

4. Memorandum Circular No. 51 dated May 13, 2024 entitled “REQUESTS FOR
AUTHORITY TO NEGOTIATE AND/OR SIGN INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENTS,

FOREIGN LOAN AGREEMENTS, FOREIGN GRANT AGREEMENTS, AND
GUARANTEES".

For your information and guidance.

o

ENGR. EDUARDO ED I;G. GUILLEN
Administrator

Date 19 JUN 2024

National Government Center, EDSA, Diliman, Quezon City, Philippines

Trunk line Nos.: (02) 8 929 6071 to 78 « Telefax No.: (02) 8 928 9343

Website : www nia.gov.ph ¢ Facebook: www facebook com/nia gov ph AB

TIN: 000916415
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+63(2) 8928-8741 to 64 and +63(2) 8273-2474
DA-CO-AS-MIM20240527-G0443

27 May 2024

MEMORANDUM

FOR ALL HEADS OF DA CENTRAL OFFICE, BUREAUS, REGIONAL
FIELD OFFICES, ATTACHED AGENCIES AND CORPORATIONS

FROM OIC, OFFICE OF THE UNDERSECRETARY FOR ADMINISTRATION

SUBJECT : PRESIDENTIAL ISSUANCES

Attached are the transmittal letters dated 14 May 2024 from Atty. Kamille N. Espino,
Acting Director IV of Malacanang Records Office, addressed to Secretary Francisco P. Tiu
Laurel Jr. with the following certified copies of Presidential Issuances:

1.

Memorandum Circular No. 48 dated May 13, 2024 entitled "DIRECTING ALL
GOVERNMENT AGENCIES AND INSTRUMENTALITIES AND ENCOURAGING
LOCAL GOVERNMENT UNITS TO ADOPT AND IMMEDIATELY IMPLEMENT
LOW-COST ENERGY EFFICIENCY AND CONSERVATION MEASURES".

Memorandum Circular No. 49 dated May 13, 2024 entitled "DIRECTING ALL
GOVERNMENT AGENCIES AND INSTRUMENTALITIES TO SUPPORT THE
PHILIPPINES’ HOSTING OF FIVE (5) INTERNATIONAL VOLLEYBALL AND
BEACH VOLLEYBALL EVENTS IN 2024".

Memorandum Circular No. 50 dated May 13, 2024 entitled "GUIDELINES ON THE
ISSUANCE OF TRAVEL AUTHORITIES AND TRAVEL ENTITLEMENTS TO
PARTICIPATING OFFICIALS AND PERSONNEL OF AGENCIES TRAVELLING
ABROAD IN CONNECTION WITH PRESIDENTIAL TRIPS".

Memorandum Circular No. 51 dated May 13, 2024 entitled "REQUESTS FOR
AUTHORITY TO NEGOTIATE AND/OR SIGN INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENTS,
FOREIGN LOAN AGREEMENTS, FOREIGN GRANT AGREEMENTS, AND
GUARANTEES".

For your infuranun and guidance.

A

ATTY. ALLEN KRISTOPHER A. ANARNA, CPA
Assistant Secretary for Administration

~ da gov ph a dacentralphilippines




Sifize of the Pregident
of the Philippines
flalacafiang

MALACANANG RECORDS OFFICE

Manila, May 14, 2024

SECRETARY FRANCISCO PE TIU LAUREL JR.
Department of Agriculture
Quezon City

Sir:

1 have the honor to transmit for your information and guidance,
a certified copy of Memorandum Circular No. 48 dated May 13, 2024 entitled
“PIRECTING ALL GOVERNMENT AGENCIES AND INSTRUMENTALITIES
AND ENCOURAGING LOCAL GOVERNMENT UNITS TO ADOPT AND

IMMEDIATELY IMPLEMENT LOW-COST ENERGY EFFICIENCY AND
CONSERVATION MEASURES”.

For this purpose, all concerned departiments shall undertake measures
to disseminate said Memorandum Circular to your component urnits/bureaus
Including agencies attached to or under your administrative supervision.

Tharnlk you.

Very truly vours,

ATTY. N. ESPINO
Acting Director 1V

M-128 Mabini Hall, Malacafiang, Manila Trunkline 8-249-8314 local 8300



®fiite of the Presivent
of the Philippines
Mlalacaitang

MENORANDUNM CIRCULAR NO. 48&

DIRECTING ALL GOVERNMENT AGENCIES AND
INSTRUMENTALITIES AND ENCOURAGING LOCAL GOVERNMENT
UNITS TO ADOPT AND IMMEDIATELY IMPLEMENT LOW-COST
ENERGY EFFICIENCY AND CONSERVATION MEASURES

WHEREAS, Section 2 of Republic Act (RA) No. 7638 or the “Department of
Energy (DOE) Act of 1992" declares it a policy of the State 1o ensure confinuous,
adequate and economic supply of energy through judicious conservation and efficient
ufilization of energy in accordance with the counity’'s growth and economic
development;

WHEREAS, Section 2 of RA No. 11285 or the “Energy Efficlency and
Conservation (EEC) Act” declares it a policy of the State to: (i} institulionalize EEC as
a national way of life; {ji) secure sufficiency and stability of energy supply in the country
to cushion the impact of high prices of imporied fuels to local markets; and (jif). protect
the environment in support of the economic and social development goals of the
country;

WHEREAS, Administrative Order No. 15 {s. 2024) mandafes the accelerated
implementation of the Government Energy Management Program (GEMP), a
government-wide program aimed {o reduce the government's monthly consumption of
electricity and petroleum products through efficient use and tconservation of energy
and fuel, among others;

WHEREAS, there is a need to further intensify efficlent utilization and
conservation efforts of electricity and fuel to avoid possible power interruptions amidst
the ongoing E! Nifio phenomenon, taking into consideration its impact in the
operations of power plants in the couniny;

NOW, THEREFORE, the following are hereby ordered:

All depariments, agencies, bureaus, and offices of the National Government

are hereby directed, and all local government units (LGUs) are hereby encouraged,
to, among others:

1. Intensify efforts to ensure efficient and judicious utilization of .€nergy, consistent
with the GEMP;



2. Adopt and immediately implement low-cost EEC measures, such as but not limited
to: (a) rationalizing the use of power during peak demand hours; (b) maintaining
ambient temperature of 24°C in airconditioned spaces; (c) turning off unused lights

and air-conditioning units; and (d) activating sleep settings on all office equipment;
and

3. Prepare necessary measures in case of power interruptions, with the end in view

of ensuring the conlinuous and effective delivery of government services to the
public.

The DOE, in coordination with the Presidential Communications Office, is
hereby directed to develop effective ways of communicating EEC measures to all
government agencies, as well as the public.

This Circular shall take effect immediately.

DONE, in the City of Manila, this 13th day of May

, in the
year of our Lord, Two Thousand and Twenty-Four.

By authority of the President:

Uthice of the President
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Gifice of the President
of the Philippines
falacaiiang

MALACANANG RECORDS OFFICE

Mantila, 14 May 2024

SECRETARY FRANCISCO PE TIU LAUREL JR.
Department of Agriculture
Quezon City

Sir:

1 have the honor to transmit for your information and guidance
certified copies of the following Presidential Issuances:

1.

Memorandum Circular No. 49 dated May 13, 2024 entitled
“DIRECTING ALL GOVERNMENT AGENCIES AND
INSTRUMENTALITIES TO SUPPORT PHILIPPINES’' HOSTING
OF FIVE (5) INTERNATIONAL VOLLEYBALL AND BEACH
VOLLEYBALL EVENTS IN 2024".

Memorandum Circular No. 50 dated May 13, 2024 entitled
“GUIDELINES ON THE ISSUANCE OF TRAVEL AUTHORITIES
AND TRAVEL ENTITLEMENTS TO PARTICIPATING OFFICIALS
AND PERSONNEL OF AGENCIES TRAVELLING ABROAD IN
CONNECTION WITH PRESIDENTIAL TRIPS".

Memorandum Circular No. 51 dated May 13, 2024 entitled
“REQUESTS FOR AUTHORITY TO NEGOTIATE AND/OR SIGN
INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENTS, FOREIGN LOAN
AGREEMENTS, FOREIGN GRANT AGREEMENTS, AND
GUARANTEES".

Thank yoéu.

Very truly yours,
f

ATTY. N. ESPINO
Acting Director IV

M-128 Mabinl Hall, Malacafiang, Manila Trunkline 8-249-8310 local 8300



Office of the Pregident
of the Philippines

Malacaiiang

MEMORANDUM CIRCULAR NO. 49

DIRECTING ALL GOVERNMENT AGENCIES AND
INSTRUMENTALITIES TO SUPPORT THE PHILIPPINES' HOSTING OF

FIVE (5) INTERNATIONAL VOLLEYBALL AND BEACH VOLLEYBALL
EVENTS IN 2024

WHEREAS, Section 17, Article Il of the Constitution provides that the State shall
give priority to education, science and technology, arts, culture, and sports to foster

patriotism and nationalism, accelerate social progress, and promote total human
liberation and development;

WHEREAS, Section 19, Article XIV of the Constitution provides that the State shall
promote physical education and encourage sports programs, league competitions, and
amateur sports, including training for international competitions, to foster self-discipline,
teamwork, and excellence for the development of a healthy and alert citizenry;

WHEREAS, the Philippines, through the Philippine National Volleyball Federation,
Inc., will host various volleyball and beach volleyball events in 2024; and

WHEREAS, the hosting of said sporting events in the Philippines aims to promote
volleyball and other sports within the Philippine landscape, encourage sports participation

among the youth, uplift the country's prestige in the global sporting community, and boost
tourism and economy through sports;

NOW, THEREFORE, the following are hereby ordered:

All government agencies and instrumentalities, including government-owned
or -controlled corporations, are hereby directed, and all local government units are

encouraged, to extend full support to the Philippines’ hosting of the following volleyball
and beach volleyball events in 2024:

EVENT SPORT DATES VENUE
2024 Asian Volleyball Volleyball | 21 to 29 May 2024 | Rizal Memorial
Confederation Challenge Coliseum
Cup for Women

2024 Volleyball Nations Volleyball | 18 to 23 June 2024 | Mall of Asia Arena
 League-Men-Week Three

2024 Volleyball World Volleyball | 4 to 7 July 2024 Ninoy Aquino Stadium
Challenger Cup




2024 Southeast Asian Volleyball | Between 131025 | City of Santa Rosa

Volleyball | eague for August 2024 | Multi-Purpose
- Women and Men | . | Complex |
2024 Volleyball World Beach | 28 November to . Nuvali Sand Courts by |

Beach Pro Tour-Challenge = Volleyball = 1 December 2024  Ayala Land and PNVF l
i | Santa Rosa, Laguna |

Further, the Presidential Communications Office is also directed to implement
effective measures to inform and encourage the public to support the above events

This Crrcular shall take effect immediately

DONE, in the City of Manila, this 1 3tk day of

May . in the year of
our Lord, Two Thousand and Twenty-Four

By authority of the Prestdent:

o - ¥




MEMORANDUM CIRCULAR NO. 50

GUIDELINES ON THE ISSUANCE OF TRAVEL AUTHORITIES AND
TRAVEL ENTITLEMENTS TO PARTICIPATING OFFICIALS AND
PERSONNEL OF AGENCIES TRAVELLING ABROAD IN
CONNECTION WITH PRESIDENTIAL TRIPS

WHEREAS, Executive Order (EO) No. 77 (s. 2019) provides that all
government expenses for official {ravels must be fairly reasonable, cost sffective, and
within the financial capabllity of the government;

WHEREAS, Section 3 of EO No. 77 provides that official foreign travels shall
only cover frips that: (I} are essential fo the effective performance of an official or
employee’s mandates or functions; (it} are required to mest the needs of the agency
or office involved or there is substantial benefit to be derived by the State; (iil) the
presence of the official or employee is critical to the outcome of the meeting or activity;
and (v) projected expenses are not excessive or invalve minimum expenditure;

WHEREAS, 1t is the policy of the Adminisiration to ensure prudent and judicious
use of government resources, especially in the issuance of travel autharities and
entltlements for officials and personnel joining Presidential {rips abroad; and

WHEREAS, Section 17, Arficle Vil of tha Constitution vests in the President the
power of control over all executive depariments, bureaus, and offices;

NOW, THEREFORE, |, FERDINAND R. MARCOS, JR., President of the

Philippines, by virtue of the powers vested in me by the Constitution and existing laws,
do herseby order:

Section 1. Coverage. This Circular shall cover officials and personnel of
national government agencles {NGAs), including state universities and colleges
(SUCs), government -owned or -controlled corporations {GOCCs), and govemment
financial Institutions (GFIs), travelling in connection with Presidential trips abroad.

Section 2. Role of the Office of Presidential Protocol. The Office of
Presidential Profacol {OPP), with initial inputs from the Depariment of Foreign Affairs
(DFA), and in coordination with concerned offices within the Office of the President,
shall assess the necessity of the participation of an agency and its representatives in
the Presidential frip and thereafter submit a recommended list of participants for the
President’s approval. Only officials and personnel included in the final approved list
from the OPP shall be issued travel authorities, with corresponding entitlements,
whenever applicable. If the head of agency, acting as the approving authority, issuss



a travel authority fo a subordinate personnel who has not been in the final approved
list from the OPP, the resulting travel will be deemead unauthorized.

Section 3. Participation of Agencies in Presidential Trips. In accordance
with Section 9 of EO No. 77, which requires trips involving delegations to be limited fo
the barest minimum number of participants, any concerned office or agency sending
officials or personnel in connection with a Presidential trip abroad, shall only be
allowed a maximum number of two (2) representatives, including its Principal. The

names of such participants shall be submitted by the head of agency to the OPP for
approval.

In circumstances where an agency finds the participation of more than two (2)
representatives to be necessary and indispensable during the Presidential trip, the
head of agency shall submit the proposed composition of the agency delegation to the
OPP, with sufficient justifications (i.e., specific roles and functions of each person in
the proposed agency delegation, and the events or activities which require the
attendance of the agency and its officials and personnel).

The DFA and/or concerned agencies shall ensure that all proposals for
Presidential trips shall be submitted, as far as practicable, at least three (3) months

prior to the proposed date of travel for approval, scheduling, and other preliminary
preparations.

In line with the foregoing, all heads of concemed agencies shall similarly submit
the proposed composition of their delegation, including the names of the agency
reprasentatives and other supporting documents to the OPP at least three (3) months
before the scheduled departure date for regular regional and muiltilateral meetings, or
at least seven (7) working days before the departure date in the case of bilateral visits,
non-regular intemnational engagements, or other extremely justifiable cases.

Section 4. Claim for Actual Accommodation Expenses. The provisions
governing entitlement to accommodation expense under EO No. 77 shall continue to
be in effect. However, consistent with EO Na. 77, actual accommodation may only be
authorized for officials at the level of Assistant Secretary and higher, or those of
equivalent rank. For all other personnel, accommodation expenses shall be strictly
limited to the prescribed component of the Daily Subsistence Allowance.

Section 5. Room sharing arrangements. In all cases, room sharing shall, as
far as practicable, be implemented.

Section 6. Transportation Expenses. In accordance with Section 12 of EO
No. 77, in case officlals and employees authorized to fravel abroad shall not be
provided with transportation by the host country or sponsoring organization, they shall
be allowed transportation expenses for economy class, which does nat include
premium economy class. For long-haul trips, described as flights exceeding four (4)
hours without counting lay-overs, of officials holding the positions of Assistant
Secretary and above, or those of equivalent ranks, business class airfares may be
authorized, subject to approval of the OP,

Section 7. Non-compliance. Any fravel authority and/or travel entitiement
granted in violation of the provisions of this Circular shall be considered without effact.



REPUNLIC OF THE PHILIFPINGY
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In addition, failure fo comply with this Gircular may resulf in the flling of
administrative actions for misconduct, insubordination and other related offenses
under the Civil Service Commission Revised Rules on Administrative Cases in the
Civil Service ard/or relevant laws, rules and regulafions against the erring
officlal/personnel.

All heads of agencies, SUCs, GOCCs and GFls shall ensure that all their
personnel are informed of the foregoing.

Section 8, Repeal. All Circulars, rules and regulations, or parts thereof, which
are inconsistent with the provisions of this Circular are hereby repealed or modified
accardingly.

Section 9. Separabilify. If any provision of this Circular Is declared invalid or

unconstitutional, thé other provisions unaffected thereby shall remain valid and
subsisting.

Section 10. Effectivity. This Circular shall take effect immedijately.

DONE, in the City of Manila, this 13th day of May in the year of
our Lord Two Thousand and Twenty-Four.,

By the President:

O ol r Prsdent
M ACAR AN RELDINGS OFFICE

L -l .
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MEMORANDUM CIRCULAR NO. 51

REQUESTS FOR AUTHORITY TO NEGOTIATE AND/OR SIGN
INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENTS, FOREIGN LOAN AGREEMENTS,
FOREIGN GRANT AGREEMENTS, AND GUARANTEES

WHEREAS, Section 17, Article VIl of the 1987 Constitution provides that the
President shall have control of all executive departments;

WHEREAS, Sectlion 20, Arficle VIl of the 1987 Constitution stafes that the
President may contract or guarantee foreign loans on behalf of the Republic of the
Philippines with the prior concurrence of the Monetary Board, and subject to such
limitations as may be provided by law;

WHEREAS, the President, as the sole organ of the country’s foreign relations
and the consfitufionally assigned chief architect of the country’s foreign policy, is
vested with the exclusive power to conduct and manage the country’s interface with
other states and governments;

WHEREAS, Section 2, Chapter 1, Title 1, Book [V of Executive Order (EO) No.
292 or the “Administrative Code of 1987.” mandates the Department of Foreign Affairs
(DFA) 1o be the lead agency that shall advise and assist the President in planning,

organizing, direcling, coordinating and evaluating the fofal national effort in the field of
foreign relations;

WHEREAS, under Section 3 (5), Chapter 1, Tifle ll, Book IV of EO No. 292, the
Department of Finance (DOF) is directed to undertake and supervise activities related
to the negotiation, servicing, and restructuring of domestic and foreign debt incurred
or guaranteed by the govemment and its instrumentalities;

WHEREAS, Section 51, Chapter 12, Book 1 of EO No. 292 provides that
contracts in behalf of the Republic of the Philippines shall be sxecuted by the

President, unless authority therefor is expressly vested by law or by him in any other
public officer;

WHEREAS, the General Appropriations Act requires departments, bureaus,
offices and instrumentalifies of the National Government, including Constitutional
Offices enjoying fiscal autonomy. state universities and colleges (SUCs) and
government-owned or -controlled corporations (GOCCs), except those engaged in
banking, fo secure the approval of the President, the concumence of the Monetary
Board, the issuance of a Forward Obligation Authority (FOA) by the Depariment of




Budget and Management {DBM) for project loans, or the issuance of a Development
Budget Coordination Committes (DBCC) resolution covering the full amount In the
case of program loans, and an equivalent document for those undertaken by GOCCs,

as well as other conditions provided by pertinent laws, prior to the execution of foreign
or domestic [oan agreements;

WHEREAS, the General Appropriafions Act requires prior clearance and
approval by the President, or his authorized representative, based on the
recommendation of the Secretary of Finance, prior {o the acceptance of grants, in cash

or in kind, from governments of foreign countries, their agencies and Instrumentalities
or multilateral institutions or organizations;

WHEREAS, EO No. 459 (s. 1997) establishes the Guidelines inthe Negotiation
and Ratification of Intemational Agresments;

WHEREAS, Memorandum Circular (MC) No. 16 {s. 2017) directs depariments,
agencies, instrumentalities, bureaus, and offices of the govemment, including GOCCs
and SUCs, fo secure authorization from the Office of the President {OP) prior o the
negotiation and/or signing of international agreements, and agreements covering
barrowings, guarantees, and foreign grants;

WHEREAS, MC No. 72 {s. 2019), as reiterated hy MC No. 02 {(s. 2022) and MC
No. 21 (s. 2023}, requires the conduct of complete staff work (CSW) for all requests
for Presidential issuances, authorizations and/or approvals, to be signed by the
President or the Executive Secretary "by authority of the President”; and

WHEREAS, it is imperative to clarify and streamline the existing processes with
regard to requests for authority fo negotiate and/or sign intemational agreements, as
well as foreign loan agreements, foreign gran{ agreements, and guarantees, and
strictly enforce the same, with the end in view of ensuring the sfficient and effective
delivery of crucial government programs and projects;

NOW, THEREFORE, 1, FERDINAND R. MARCOS, JR., President of the

Philippines, by virfue of the powers vested in me by the Constitution and existing laws,
do hereby order:

Section 1. Authority to Negotiate andfor Sign. Authorization from the
President must be sscured prior to the negotiation and/or signing of infernational
agresments or foreign loan agreements, foreign grant agreements, and guarantees.

Section 2. Endorsing Agencies. All heads of departments, agencles,
instrumentalities, bureaus, and offices of the govemment, including GOCCs and
SUCs, are hereby directed to coordinate closely with the DFA, as endorsing agency,
prior to the negaliation and/or signing of international agreements.

For forelgn loan agreements, foreign grant agreements, and guarantees, all
heads of depariments, agencies, instrumentalities, bureaus, and offices of the
government, including GOCCs and SUCs, shall coordinate closely with the DOF, as
endorsing agency, prior {o the negofiation and/or signing of the said agreements.



The DFA or the DOF, as the case may be, shall endorse the request for Special
Authority to the OP, unless it determines that the nature or scope of the agreement
does not require prior authority from the OP.

Section 3. Requirements for International Agreements. The DFA shall
evaluate the request for authority to negotiate and/or sign international agreements to
ensure timeliness of its submission, and completeness of all its supporting documents.
If the DFA finds merit in the request, it shall endorse the same to the President,

accompanied by the following documents: (i) letter of the proponent agency: and (ii)
copy of the draft agreement.

While the submission of certificates of concurrence is not mandatory for the
evaluation of a request for Special Authority, the DFA may, upon its determination,
require any relevant agency to provide its concurrence to the international agreement.

Section 4. Requirements for Foreign Loan Agreements, Foreign Grant
Agreements, and Guarantees. The DOF shall evaluate the request for authority to
negotiate and/or sign foreign loan agreements, foreign grant agreements and
guarantees to ensure timeliness of its submission, and completeness of all its
supporting documents. If the DOF finds merit in the request for Special Authority to
negotiate and/or sign foreign loan agreements, it shall endorse the same to the
President, accompanied by the following documents:

a. Letter of the proponent agency;

b. Copy of the draft loan agreement, reflecting the latest terms and conditions of
the proposed borrowing or guarantee;

& Concurrence of the Monetary Board;

d. Statement of compliance with the conditions provided by pertinent laws; and

e. FOA from the DBM for project loans, or a DBCC resolution covering the full
amount in the case of program loans, and equivalent document for those
undertaken by the GOCCs. In the issuance of a FOA, the DBM shall consider
the budgetary implications of foreign-assisted projects.

On the other hand, if the DOF finds merit in the request for authority to negotiate
and/or sign foreign grant agreements, it shall endorse the same to the President,
accompanied by the following documents: (i) letter of the proponent agency; and (ii)
copy of the draft grant agreement. If the project or program being funded by such grant
includes the payment of government counterpart financing, the DOF shall require all
government agencies/entities obligated to co-finance to submit their respective

certifications confirming their commitment to assume/pay the applicable government
counterpart.

Section 5. Agreements to be Negotiated or Concluded During Presidential
Trips. For intemational agreements, foreign loan agreements, foreign grant
agreements, and guarantees, proposed to be signed at the host country during a
Presidential trip thereat, either the DFA or the DOF, as the respective endorsing
agency, shall also request for a prior approval from the Office of Presidential Protocol
that the negotiation and/or signing of such agreement be included in the approved




itinerary of the Presidential irip. Such approval shall be submitied together with the

request for Speacial Authority to be endorsed to the OP, in accordance with Sections 3
and 4 of this Circular.

Section 6. Observance of Complete Staff Work. All heads of depariments,
agencles, instrumentalities, bureaus, or offices, including GOCCs and SUCs, are
directed to sirictly observe and comply with the requirements and standards of CSW
under MC No. 72, before requesting for the subject authority from the President. The

DFA or the DOF, as the case may be, shall ensurs that the requests endorsed fo the
OP are evidence-based, inclusive, and holistic.

Fallure to comply with the requirements and standards of CSW herein provided

shall be sufficient basis for the OF to not act on the request or retum the same to the
endorsing agencies.

Section 7. Period for Submission of Special Authorities for Infernational
Agreements. To give the OP stufficient time to evaluate and process the request for
Special Authority, the DFA must endorse the request with complete supporting

documents, to the OP at least ten {10) working days before the desired date of
issuance of the requested authority.

In the event that the request does not conform with the aforementioned 10-day
timeframe, or lacks supporting documents, said request shall be returned to the DFA.
The DFA Secretary, instead of the head of the proponent agency, may then proceed
with the negotiation and/or signing of the pertinent agreement, in accordance with the
authority conferred upon him by virtue of EO No. 459, unless said agreement involves
a matier of national security or it qualifies as a trealy, in which case, OP approval is
necessary. The DFA shall be responsible in determining whether an internationat

agreement falls under the category of a trealy or an agreement conceming nafional
security.

Section 8. Period for Submission of Special Authorities for Foreign Loan
Agreements, Forsign Grant Agreements, and Guarantees. To give the OP
sufficient fime fo evaluate and process the request for authority, the DOF must
endorse the requsest with complete supporting documents, to the OP at least ten (10}
working days before the desired date of issuance of the requested authority.

The DOF will ensure that the abovementioned 10-day timeframe is taken into
consideration and incorporated into the indicative timeline for negotiafing and
executing foreign loan agreements, foreign grant agreements, and guarantess. Iif a

request does not comply with the 10-day period, or lacks supporting documents, the
same shall be returmned to the DOF.

The DOF may, after coordination with the relevant development pariners,
resubmiit the pertinent request to the OP with a revised timeline for evaluation,
negofiation and execution of the subject agreement already incorporafing in the
revised timeline the required 10-day period for the OP to thoroughly study and
evaluate such request and its accompanying documents. Any resubmitied request
which does not comply with the 10-day period shall also be retumed to the DOF.



Section 9. Grant of Authority. Authorization for the negotiation and/or signing
of an international agreement, or an agreement covering foreign borrowing, guarantee,
and foreign grant shall be in writing through a Special Authorily, as well as through a

Full Power, Lelter, or Memorandum signed by the President or the Exacutive
Secretary "by authority of the President.”

Section 10. Repeal. MC No. 16 {s. 2017} is hereby repealed, All other circulars,
rules and regulations, or parts thereof, which are inconsistent with the provisions of
this Circular are hereby repealed or modified accordingly.

Section 11. Separability. If any provision of this Gircular is declared invalid or

unconstitufional, the other provisions unaffected thereby shall remain valid and
subsisting.

Section 12. Effectivity. This Circular shall 1ake effect immediately.

DONE, in the City of Manila, Philippinies, this 13th dayof May in
thie Year of our Lord Two Thousand and Twenty-Four.

By the President:

Gilice of the Meerdent
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